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By TONY KELSO

Edea Soule would !'.:w-.:
Bated i Wiy wintor oF 2003 thin
is.

Eden Souie was an ice deal-
erin the years around 1960 and
he made Bis living trom har-
vesting and selling ice 1o his
Duxbury customers. He would
have hated this winter becatise
the  combination oi'
snows and Huctuaiing te

tares would have h::c:‘. i

for ice mazking from Duxbury's
. poids,
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Edenn  Soule  lived  in

Milisrook e biyg redd fam-
howse at 1372 Treimont Streat
and had 1 flourtshing ice busi-
nes s by harvesting the ice trom

he pmm at Millbrook and stor-

mg 1tin his techouse that siood
on 'h nortly shore of the pond.
tiis e wagons
weie wark known ol over

Pruxbury, sinee fumition wnd
el busfiesses sueh as gio-
oy ety ratpael e o fae ey
cery stores reied o iee in the

Warmer sonis o keop perish-

abic goods like butter, inilk wnel

et fresh in their “lecboxes.”
Beture clc:z:'ic relrieraiion,

the Kitchen wore o

BeCesyury amd “modern™ faci of

5o for houscholds of 1900,

Poads doi e Duxbuin
kadseape, und one hundred
yuars ago on every pond there
smnu an i hmm_ The Merry
family with their meat and miik
business had an ice !o\m, on
Roud Pond, off :‘I .'n‘\ o
‘5;.‘ U 's"!zc u !::u !‘
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Ceorze Steo el had an elubor Qi

N, r.\.mc worin more then
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now; dablen i, pu
bumed. The !ow« -8t

icehouse 1n -)u\'w"' was the
miost visible, It stood on Roule
M Pond s the foi
ol the hifl where Flintlock
Jrive now ascends, It was also
oue of e town's oldest ice-
vis Daddit }7..\)4 H

ficasos, Bt .
iR7% orthe nm" tamily whae
lgad il :u Ilack fuctony on
tie pond, i SN NN 0 e
Davees fam .\I.l) vowned the
ponad and much Gl e fad in
the area, The story is that the
wito lived wt iG+

w
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Tremont St in tie faige }
nansad roofed house, we
bo given ice forever as owiers
of the pond. Sepposcdiy this

WS fite fast Bouse in bumu:‘y
to change to clectric refrigera-
tion.

The last owners of the ios
leehicuse in Duxbury were the
Cushing lamily. ng ailter it
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Customers Promptly Attended To, At Moderate Prices
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MILLBROOK ‘{C‘{:-. WHOLDSALL
PRING WATER 2 AND RITAIL

. W, SOULE, Millbrook, Mass.
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se on Foute 34 at Millnond

Pioios courtesy of BREHS from “Duxbury..An Alpum™

itad outlived its usetulness, the
icenouse o Mill Pond served
as Duxbury’s Motif #1. since it
was painied by a nuimber of
iocal artists over the years, The
icehouse was totully destroyed
in a spectacular fire many
Duxbury residents remember
i May 1661,

Rev. Robeit Canon NMerry
wrate in 1986 for the Duvbury
o :

\

oper wooul e making aro-
g

duction on Duxbuny ponds dur-
ing his chiidhood vears. He
wrofe his tuther would recruit
sireng young men from the fae-
aiy it the Powder Paini Scihwol

W aedp wit e heavy task of

caiiing tee. The tee necded 1o
te setween cigintand 11 inchos
ek for proper ice product
The horses wore spevian
spived shoes caiked
for walking on the froven pond.
Iowas o disaster 6o deli
an the iee o iato the poad. The
horses puiled an ice plos tiu
looked Hke a tong cross cut v

These
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steel biides.
putled across Jdiweice sen -
umes o deenen the cuts o
inches
checkerbowrd on ihe
hurd surface. fron turs were
thesn used to break ihe ice cakes

apart and move them i groups
wowands the rechouse, Then the
Joc-th. ice hoisted

CaRCs were
by mcans of a grappling hook,
anseries of pulleys aind a horse
aloig wooden chutes into the
various levels of the iechouse.
The dunger came when
e would
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lee harvesting, like crop
harvesting, was intense work in
a race against thue when the
weather cooperated. The dce
wis covered in two fecl of suw-
dust to preserve it Then the
icemien like Eden Soule waited
for warmer weatiwer wien their
e wazons wouid begin their
rounds through the steeets and

lunes of Dusbury,
fod Banvesting voas g omajor
New England fndusirs and or-
taites woie made and fost as ice
wis slitpped frome hiere 1o
places as far away as hidia and
ihe Cariobean. Dusdx
i

wy’
indusiny :
!

NI
yooserviced the toca!
st i winier population,

who derended on having their

focad ipe dedivered dor theirice-
bones. Dt occasionmdy some-
hing went wrong.
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Such was tie case i the
wamer oi 1Su6. tee harvesting
faiicd docally becuise ol the

unprodiciabic winior wealien
Eden Seude thought tus e got
anicchuune DUoon e
Daxbury Coal and dumber

whari w Suug Harbor sad then
faad 300 tons of fee harvested i
Muine detivered by schooiner
by April. The O Colony
Memerial vepocied that he
averted the tee fumine” il
was the alk of the town,
“although ice (prices) will Lo
pretiv hign”  Eden Soule’s
cuanny business scise saved his
own Hivetilood and Duxbury's
cool in 190G Porliaps it was
this quich iinking under pres-
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